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Course Description 

The Elements and Principles of Floral Design provides an introduction to artistic and 
creative perception including aesthetic valuing through a series of projects in various 
media including tempera, pencil, flowers, tile, and a variety of papers.  Students are also 
introduced to the elements and principles of visual art design such as line, shape/form, 
color, balance, and emphasis using a series of floral-based projects to explore the 
connections, relations, and application to visual arts design.  Students will research and 
study floral trends to understand and develop an appreciation for floral design within 
historical and cultural, formal and casual, ceremonial and traditional, including an 
understanding that floral designs are affected by society, culture, history, politics, and 
economic influence.  Various assignments based on abstract two and three dimensional 
designs, historical culture and theory, color theory, and analytical critiques of various 
floral art works using design vocabulary in conjunction with development of technical 
skills in floral art will serve as a foundation for more complex works such as multi-part 
floral designs and creative expression through wedding consultations.  Upon completion 
of this course, students will be able to complete a wide array of artistic floral designs 
while considering historical to modern culture and theory, the elements and principles of 
design, personal creative expression, and connections, relationships and applications to 
visual art. Students will be graded on class work, participation and floral labs. This 
course meets the Art requirement for graduation for Elk Grove Unified School District.  

 
Major Units of instruction 

1. Bows  
2. Flowers to wear – Boutonnière & Corsages 
3. Care & Handling of Cut Flowers 
4. Tools, Containers & Mechanics – used in the floral class & Industry 
5. Principles of Design – Balance, Proportion, Scale, Focal Point, Rhythm, Line, 

Form, Space, Depth, Texture & the Color Wheel (as related to creating a 
successful floral design) 

6. History of Floral Design – From past to present (rules, design techniques, colors 
used, flowers & foliage used, ex) 

7. Shapes of Floral Designs – Equilateral Triangle, Isosceles Triangle, Cone, Round, 
Oval, Fan-Shaped, Topiary Balls, Crescent, C-shaped, Hogarth, S-shaped, 
Vertical, & Horizontal. 

8. Seasonal, Holiday & Special Occasion Flowers 
9. Wedding & Sympathy Flowers 
10. Opportunity for Careers in Floral Design. 
 
** Each Unit will have a lecture and lab or hands-on activity in order to fully understand 

the material presented.** 
 



Class Rules 
1. Every student has the right to learn. 
2. The teacher has the right to teach. 
3. Anything that prevents numbers 1 and 2 from happening is against the rules. 

 
Expectations 

1. If a student is absent, it is his/her responsibility to meet with the teacher (before or 
after school) regarding missed assignments.  The student will have one day for every 
day he/she was absent to complete the work. 

2. NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
3. Students will arrive to class on time and be prepared. 

 
Housekeeping 

1. Grooming is not appropriate in the classroom. 
2. “The Classroom” is anywhere instruction is taking place.  All class policies apply 

regardless of where the class meets (in a room, floral lab, greenhouse or any other 
location). 

3. All other school rules will be followed and any discussion of these rules and their 
enforcement will take place after school. 

 
Student & Parent Resources 

Agriculture tutoring will be available during Wednesday’s lunch periods: 4th period; 
classroom F-1; 5th period, classroom F-10.  In addition, please check out our website at 
elkgroveffa.com. Schedules, forms, updates, pictures, and general information will be 
available at the Elk Grove FFA website. 
 

Floral ID Book 
Students are required to record all the assigned floral Identifications (2 every Friday) in a 
composition book.  The book will be checked and graded. Colored pencils are required 
for work in these books. 
 

Personal Portfolio 
Students are required to keep a portfolio including a price break down and picture of each 
project we do in class.  A simple calculator will be helpful in doing the math component 
required as well as a jump drive / USB stick to keep them on. 
 

Table Setting Final (Winter) 
As a culmination to the materials presented in the 1st semester you will have to create a 
table setting for a party.  You will be required to use all the things you have learned in the 
semester in order to complete the assignment, Tools, Containers, Mechanics, Principles 
of Design, & History of Floral Design.  You will be required to: Do a write up for the 
party, create a visual poster, and make a materials list, a cost analysis, and the 
arrangement itself.  It must create harmony and be visually pleasing in color, shape, size, 
ect. in-order to receive a passing grade.  
 

 



Wedding Project Final (Spring) 
As a culmination to the materials presented in the 2nd semester you will have to create a 
portfolio for a mock wedding along with decorating a wedding cake for this wedding.  
You will be required to use all the things you have learned about weddings this semester 
as well as all the design techniques that you have gained throughout the year in order to 
complete this project.  

Grades % 

The class is graded according to this scale: 100-90, A; 89-80, B; 79-70, C; 69-60, D; 59 
& below, F. 
 
1. Classroom (Approximately 95%) 
Class Participation/Citizenship 10 % 
Class Projects/Labs   35% 
Quizzes/Tests    20% 
Winter / Fall Final   10% 
Floral ID Book   10% 
Personal Portfolio   10% 
 
 
2. FFA (Approximately 5%) 
The FFA, formerly known as the Future Farmers of America, is a national organization 
found in thousands of high schools across the United States.  The goals of the 
organization are to develop premier leadership, personal growth, and career success. 
Your son/daughter automatically became a member of the National Organization when 
he/she enrolled in an agriculture class, which floral design is. There are numerous 
opportunities to participate both during the school year and after school in FFA activities.  
These activities will be given a point value that will be reflected in students’ grades.   
 
 
Please have your son/daughter return this part of the letter. 
 
I understand the policies of the Floral Design class and will put my best effort forth. 
 
Student Signature___________________   Parent Signature_______________________  
 

 
 


